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Jamie and Cherron Page grew up in the western suburbs of Chicago, IL just a few miles from each other as 

children and through high school. They both grew up in Catholic homes, though their religion was cultural 

at best.  Really, they grew up un-churched like so many young adults across the country.  

They began dating after college and, soon after their dating relationship began, they started attending a 

ǎƳŀƭƭ .ŀǇǘƛǎǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ²ƻƻŘ 5ŀƭŜΣ L[Σ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ōȅ WŀƳƛŜΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƻ 

had moved from Kentucky and found almost no Baptist influence in Chicagoland. It was there, in the late 

мффлΩǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ WŀƳƛŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘŜǊǊƻƴ ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 

at that church, were baptized together in that church, and in March of 1999 they were married in that 

church.  

Soon after marriage, Jamie began to feel a strong call to ministry. Within two years, Cherron and Jamie 

found themselves in Dallas/Ft. Worth, TX. Jamie graduated from Southwestern Baptist Theological Semi-

ƴŀǊȅ ƛƴ нллсΦ Lƴ WŀƳƛŜΩǎ ƭŀǎǘ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ ŀ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŜƭŜŎǘƛǾŜΣ Ƙƛǎ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŎƭŜŀǊΦ 

While he intended to go back and help First Baptist Wood Dale, he became overwhelmed by the lack of 

significant churches in Chicagoland. God had given Jamie a heart for church planting, allowing Jamie to 

realize how his giftedness and talents fit the role of a church planter.  

Moving back from Texas to Illinois, Jamie and Cherron pursued church planting. They were assessed posi-

tively by the North American Mission Board through the Illinois Baptist State Association and have been  

trained as church planters by NAMB and IBSA. They have served the last three years as church planters in 

the western suburbs of Chicago. 

Jamie and Cherron have two children, Noël (22 months) and Calvin (10 months). They currently live in   

Batavia, IL and are planting out of Redeemer Fellowship in St. Charles, IL. 
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Beautiful Feet: Where They Walk 

In January of 2006 God gave amazing clarity to my vision for ministry by helping me 

to see how He has equipped me as a church planter. However, there are several 

things that my wife and I lack in ourselves, namely spiritual, relational, emotional, 

and financial support. Over the last few years God has been teaching and shaping us 

as church planters and, in His time, He has been moving and arranging people and 

relationships so that we have everything we need to be successful at church 

planting. 

Several months ago my wife and I engaged in a forty day period of aggressive prayer 

and bible study. Our intentions were to seek after God and have Him renew our 

vision for ministry, remind us of our passions, show us a place to serve Him, and that 

He would provide for every need, spiritually, financially, relationally, and 

emotionally. 

As Cherron and I studied through the Book of Acts we were reminded how the 

apostles proclaimed the Gospel wherever they were, in whatever situation they 

could, until God moved them, either miraculously as He did Phillip, Peter, and Paul, 

or through natural courses of life and circumstances. 

I remember that night, after rediscovering how the apostles proclaimed the Gospel, 

committing ourselves to the Lord and promising to preach the Gospel wherever we 

were, in every situation we could, until He moved us somewhere else. 

And now we have begun to see God moving us to a new place and we are seeing His 

providential provision. In Redeemer Fellowship church, our sending church, He is 

providing great spiritual, relational, and emotional support as well as great 

friendship, coaching, and training. And through new relationships He is providing 

people, leaders, and financial support. 

The intention of this proposal is to lay out a strategic plan for reaching the new place 

that God is calling us, to express our vision for what we believe God wants to 

accomplish in that place, and to gain and raise support, both financial and spiritual. 

aȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ŦƻǊ 5ŜYŀƭō ŀǎ tŀǳƭΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿŀǎ 

as he wrote to the Romans. I, like Paul, am under obligation to preach the Gospel, I 

am eager to preach the Gospel, and I am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is the 

power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.  

It is with that understanding of the Gospel that our feet begin to walk towards this 

ƴŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇƭŀƴǘΦ LΩƳ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊ ƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ 

want to be a part of it. 

Grace and Peace, 

Jamie Page 

a strategic plan for a new church plant in DeKalb, Illinois 

t h e   c h u r c h  in   D e K a l b 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have 

never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it 

ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴΣ άIƻǿ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǇǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƴŜǿǎΗέ   ~ Romans 10.14-15 



Why DeKalb? 

DeKalb, IL is a city with much beauty yet 

much brokenness.  

It is a unique city with unique, authentic 

community; that sort of small, hometown 

feel to it. It only takes a few minutes while 

you sip on a cup of coffee from the House 

Café to realize that there are places in 

DeKalb where everyone does, or can know 

your name. 

DeKalb is also a city with significant 

potential influence as students from 

Northern Illinois University graduate and 

move to new jobs and new homes, 

whether they be across town or across the 

world. 

The city is a strengthened, refined, and 

rallied community following the NIU 

school shootings in February 2007. 

However, DeKalb is also a city of 

brokenness without a church of 

significance. 

It is a city of broken people, broken 

students, broken families, homeless and 

needy who need the Gospel. There was no 

church in DeKalb who took a major role in 

aiding the anguish left after the NIU 

shootings. Nor is there a city effort run by 

a church to meet the needs of 

homelessness in DeKalb. 

Despite, and really because of its 

brokenness, DeKalb is a city, and a people 

worth redeeming. All people are made in 

the image of God and therefore have 

inherent worth and beauty. God is just 

and it is right that we give as many as we 

can the opportunity to know Him truly. 

And God is Love and has commanded us 

to love him, to love our neighbor, as well 

as to make disciples, to baptize and to 

teach them. 

é

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visi-
ble and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities�v all things were created through him and for him. And he 
is before all things, and in him all things hold together. And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the first-
born from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross. 

~ Colossians 1.15-20 


